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Membership of the National Cavy Club (NCC) is open to anybody over the age of 7, who is 

interested in cavies, purebred as well as pets.  The NCC, unlike the specialist breed clubs, 
caters for every variety of cavy and for every cavy owner anywhere in this country as well 
as abroad .  
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The Committee of the National Cavy Club would like to invite applications for the 
position of Club Affiliation and Star Scheme Secretary for 2012. The NCC Affiliation 
Scheme, the NCC Star Scheme and all other NCC annual competitions are at present 
under review prior to the next show season. To apply or to further discuss this position 
please contact David Oulton (Chairman) email - davidoulton@btinternet.com telephone - 
01270 520606  

mailto:davidoulton@btinternet.com
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 CAVY LOSSES WINTER 2011/2012       
 
We have a situation where we have fanciers from various areas of the country reporting 
significant losses within their studs of cavies. We can speculate as to the causes of these losses 
but at present we are unable to give any positive answers. The clubs are drawing together all 
interested parties. Rachael has put together a very comprehensive overview for which we are 
very thankful. I have enclosed a copy of the NCC disease control and prevention guidelines to 
reiterate our commitment to good bio-security at cavy shows. Most importantly is a 
questionnaire for people who have already experienced problems and for any subsequent 
problems ς please fill in as accurately as possible ς the more detail we have the more likely we 
are to be able to come to useful conclusions. (right click, to open hyperlink, to go to the survey)  
David Oulton (NCC Chairman)   Gerry Harvey (SCC Chairman) 
 
OVERVIEW OF PRESENT SITUATION 
 
This is my understanding of the facts so far (albeit as a vet) and some interpretations that are 
floating around. I am not aware of all the details as understandably there are some people who 
would rather not have their losses discussed on facebook or forums. 
 
If you look back over time, it is not unusual for people to lose large numbers of animals in a 
short period. Usually this is due to a virus/bacteria entering a group of animals that they have 
not met before. In the vast majority of cases symptoms are obvious and deaths occur over a 
more prolonged period. This is where the current situation seems to differ. 
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Over the last month 3 people have lost large numbers of guinea pigs over a period of less than 48hrs and without symptoms. 
Remaining animals have (touch wood) shown no sign of illness (some seem to have died with food still in their mouths). The recent 
cases involve Bristol, Derbyshire and Hertfordshire and involve approaching 200 deaths in total.  
There are yet more people who have lost large numbers since the summer of last year. Some of these have displayed brief 
symptoms including neurological signs/ gastro intestinsl signs shortly before death. 
Post mortems have been conducted by vets in general practice, without sending samples for histology/bacteriology/virology and 
have been inconclusive. Some have sent samples of feed/forage for analysis with no results. 
The husbandry of these animals is spot on. There are no heaters or sources of noxious gasses. The only link seems to be that most 
are fed on at least some mix and a dried grass product. 
To me the main reasons for such sudden deaths could be: 
-poor husbandry such as water deprivation (I know this not to be the case) 
-poisoning 
-toxins (eg aflatoxin/mycotoxin contamination of a component of feeds) 
-a very virulent virus/bacteria (I would expect to see some degree of clinical signs) 
As yet there is no diagnosis and any ideas are pure speculation.  
In the case of further mass deaths I would recommend sending 3 cavies to Mark Stidworthy at the IVZG, a pathologist and exotics 
specialist. The cost for this is £260 (+ VAT). He will conduct gross post mortems on all 3 and take samples from the rest for further 
testing (histopathology and bacteriology). If virology/toxicology is needed then this will be additional. 
Samples should be kept in an airtight container in the fridge (or equivalent eg cool box and icepacks, or outside if cold  
but NOT frozen) and reach the pathologist within 48hrs. Any submissions can be made through your vet who will have a same day 
courier service but may make a small charge for postage/packaging. 
In addition keep samples of food/forage for analysis. I would notify the companies involved with the relevant batch numbers and it 
should also be possible to arrange this testing through the FSA and trading standards. Usually you need some idea of what to test 
for.  
There is currently no indication of an infectious cause so no reason for the main cavy bodies (NCC/SCC) to cancel all shows. For 
now it remains up to the individual. In order to minimize any risk to animals at home it would seem sensible to, at the very least, 
quarantine any show animals/ bought in animals in a separate airspace. Feed these last each day and disinfect with virkon (or 
similar) between attending to the main shed and those in quarantine. Others may choose to not show, buy in animals or allow any 
visitors until the situation is clearer. 
 
Rachael Wallis 
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DISEASE CONTROL GUIDELINES 
¢ƘŜ /ŀǾȅ /ƭǳōǎ ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ōǳǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ŜŀŎƘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊΩǎ 
responsibility. ALL CAVY KEEPERS SHOULD AT ALL TIMES BE VIGILANT FOR ANY SIGNS OF DISEASE IN THEIR ANIMALS IF ANY 
PROBLEM IS DETECTED STRICT BIO SECURITY SHOULD BE PRACTICED FOR THE PROTECTION OF OTHERS. IF THERE IS ANY REASON 
TO BELIEVE THAT THERE IS DISEASE OF ANY SORT IN A STUD OF CAVIES PROFESSIONAL VETERINARY HELP SHOULD BE 
Laa95L!¢9[¸ {h¦DI¢Φ ¢I9 h²b9w hC ¢I9{9 /!±L9{ {Ih¦[5 bh¢ ¢!Y9 ¢I9 !bLa![{ ¢h {Ih²{ hw ¢h h¢I9w C!b/L9w{Ω 
PREMISES NOR PUT THEMSELVES IN A POSITION WHERE THEY MAY BE A DANGER TO OTHERS. 
 If an animal is showing symptoms of ill health at a show this should be reported to the secretary or appointed veterinary officer if 
one is available. They will decide if the animal is to be excluded from the show. Any animal that is suspected of suffering from an 
infectious disease must to be removed from the show hall or moved to an isolation area.  In no circumstances should the animal 
be returned to its show pen. Judges must disqualify and report to the secretary any cavy showing evidence of ill health such as 
obvious breathing difficulties, significant evidence of mucus or abnormal discharges from the eyes, nose, mouth or reproductive 
or intestinal openings. This applies to any animal that the judge suspects is suffering from any infectious condition.  
During judging cavies should be physically kept apart as much as possible bearing in mind some contact may be necessary for 
essential comparison. Excrement etc should be cleared from the judging table as soon as is practical. Judges and stewards should 
have facilities to wash or be provided with and should use hand disinfectants certainly between classes.  
Any sale stock must in accordance with NCC & SCC show regulations be sold through appointed sale stewards only. Pre-ordered 
stock being exchanged should remain in the sale pen area.  Full names and addresses should be obtained from any prearranged 
sellers or buyers.  
When fanciers import stock from abroad they should keep it in quarantine conditions for a month, this means not taking it to 
shows or selling on to other fanciers or in fact being handled by other fanciers during this quarantine period.  
THIS IS A DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION OVERVIEW; THIS IS SUPPORTED BY A DETAILED AND MUCH LONGER FORMAL 
CODE OF PRACTICE PRODUCED BY CAROLINE SMITH FOR THE NATIONAL CAVY CLUB TO PREVENT THE SPREAD OF INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES. IN THE CASE OF A MAJOR DISEASE OUTBREAK THE NCC & SCC WILL ADVISE THE ORGANISERS OF SHOWS OF THE 
APPROPRIATE ACTION IF AT THE TIME THE CANCELLATION OF SHOWS WAS CONSIDERED NECESSARY.  



5 

British Cavy Council Website 
Visit this website for up-to-date 

(All) Breed standards  and the Prefix Register. 

Link to: www.britishcavycouncil.org.uk 

http://www.britishcavycouncil.org.uk/
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NATIONAL CAVY CLUB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear All 
Hope everyone is keeping well, and the cavies are shaping up for the 2012 show season. Shortly I will be sending a note round giving details of the times 
of various committee meetings and AGM for March 4th. 
I will be presenting the proposed revised show regulations (up to date draft attached to this email) to the committee meeting during the morning then 
with the committee's permission to the full AGM in the afternoon.  
The Club has been working on this document for well over a year and was joined in this process by the SCC last spring. It has long been one of my 
concerns that local clubs throughout the UK (but sometimes within 
 just a mile or two of each other) hold shows under different regulations and guidelines depending on whether the officials decide to affiliate to one 
club or the other; I am hoping we have made the first step towards  
rectifying this anomaly. May I take this opportunity to thank the members who have put many hours of work into researching, debating then producing 
this document? 
Please when considering this attachment remember that this is a working document (that is probably far from perfect) that is intended to be corrected 
and amended as and when necessary. It is intended that changes to this  
document will then need to be agreed by both NCC and SCC committees and will then have to be ratified or rejected as members wish at subsequent 
AGMs. 
Kind Regards David 
email copies to all NCC committee members where possible and by post to others  
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The National Cavy Club is a national club in every sense of the word working for all cavy fanciers throughout the UK. It is the only club 
that fosters the interests of ALL cavy breeders, exhibiters and supporters throughout this country of ours. Cavy fanciers are, rightly, very 
serious about the husbandry, breeding and exhibition of their stock - for all this seriousness and enthusiasm nonetheless we must not 
forget that what we do is a hobby and hobbies are there to be enjoyed. Let us see that everyone has some fun out of their hobby 
which brings about a friendship that gives lots of pleasure (remembering just occasionally we need to step back and think long and 
hard before we act or say something which can cause so much unnecessary hurt). Please never forget that your NCC committee and 
judging panel give their time, their energy and quite often a lot of their own funds both willingly and freely in pursuit of our hobby and 
need your support and forbearance at all times. Most people ŘƻƴΩǘ let their names go forward for positions within the club because 
they wish to get lots of adulation but because they basically want to help in any way they can or because they want to put forward 
their ideas that might initiate changes for the good of all. 
We are not looking for change at the moment because we want a revolution but what we want is to kick start the NCC. In 2009 I wrote 
an article detailing some of my own personal opinions on the current state of the club. The Club has moved a little  but our knife must 
cut much deeper. The committee has started to get to grips with the Insurance Scheme, the Nationals Show Regulations and the ŎƭǳōΩǎ 
various competitions. A year ago we looked at and made changes to the size and the way we elect our committee and judging panel 
but lack of nominations for the ballot (we would have liked to have held) thwarted our changes we will have revisit these. The 
Nationals own shows need looking at - separate stock shows ŘƛŘƴΩǘ really work (so we will return to a combined show for 2012), in my 
opinion national area shows have never generated the interest they deserve ς this problem must be tackled. Our shows must have 
prestige and must give something worth winning ς fanciers ŘƻƴΩǘ always expect big financial prizes but if you are successful some sort 
of recognition is what everyone appreciates or probably craves όƛǎƴΩǘ that really why we all compete ς lets not be coy we all want to be 
top dog). The National has in the past done a lot for the fancy in general (just one simple example collecting subscriptions for other 
clubs at Harrogate) we must work on these roots and do even more in the future for the fancy as a whole ς we will be a club that takes 
the lead not one that takes the back seat. We must truly regain the badge of the premier club OF all cavy fanciers and FOR all cavy 
fanciers. The more fanciers get involved with the work of the club the more successful the club will become ς ƭŜǘΩǎ use every and I 
mean every members energy and enthusiasm. While I am Chairman every meeting whether Committee, Executive, Annual General or 
whatever is open to everyone - please come and take part everyone is welcomed.   
DAVID OULTON   

NATIONAL CAVY CLUB OF GREAT BRITAIN 



 
 
 
 
THE NATIONAL CAVY CLUB OF GREAT BRITAIN 
tŀǳƭƛƴŜ !ǾŜǊȅ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ b//Ωǎ ǘǊǳŜ ƎǊŜŀǘǎΦ {ƘŜ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŀƴŘ ōǊŜŀǘƘŜŘ ǘƛǊŜƭŜǎǎƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ǎƘŜ ƭƻǾŜŘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ 
without doubt universally respected. Over the last six months I have been privileged to look out of the window rather in from 
ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΩǎ [ƻǘέ - I have enjoyed it, I would do it again and I wish I had had the time to do it full time. But now is 
the time for out with the old and in with the new ςŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎΦ 
 I have no hesitation in welcoming Margaret (Thorpe) of Birmingham fame as the new Secretary of the National Cavy Club of 
Great Britain ς the only club to foster the interests of all cavy breeders, exhibiters and supporters throughout this country of ours.  
I firmly believe Margaret will be a great success and do an admirable job. This is far from being an easy job and Margaret will 
need help and support from every one of us. Margaret is already bringing forward loads of new ideas and coupled with her 
seemingly inexhaustible enthusiasm - all this augers very well for the future.    
DAVID OULTON 
 
How do I follow that? I know that in following Pauline, I have a hard act to follow. One thing that she and I had in common, 
however, is that we care about our hobby, the Club and the animals in our care. I am very thankful for the help and support I have 
received already, and, with your help, I hope to be a part of making the National a successful, friendly and forward looking club.  
When we joined the fancy a few years ago, Graham and I were grateful for the advice and support we received from the 
established breeders. There is a wealth of knowledge in the National which we can build on to promote and encourage younger 
members to make the National Cavy Club even better in the future. So to paraphrase- Ask not what the National can do for you, 
but what can you do for the National?   
MARGARET THORPE  
  
 

< Back to menu 
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INTRODUCTION 
The National Cavy Club is here to promote and encourage the keeping, breeding and exhibiting of all varieties of cavies by 
staging Club Shows and by supporting as many local shows as possible and by helping in any way possible to further and protect 
the interests of its members and their cavies. The National Cavy Club is a national club in every sense of the word working for all 
cavy fanciers throughout the United Kingdom.  
 
Cavy fanciers are, rightly, very serious about the husbandry, breeding and exhibition of their stock. Nonetheless we must not 
forget that what we do is a hobby and hobbies are to be enjoyed. Last year (2009) the NCC had many problems let us put all 
these behind us and move forward, lets see that everyone has some fun out of their hobby, friendship gives lots of pleasure (just 
occasionally we need to step back and think long and hard before we act or say something (certainly I will be trying a lot harder 
during this coming year). Remember that your NCC committee and judging panel and the officers at your local club give their 
time, their energy and quite often a lot of their own funds in pursuit of our hobby both willingly and freely and need your 
support and forbearance at all times. 
DAVID OULTON  
  

NATIONAL CAVY CLUB BALLOT 
Attached are the results the recent NCC ballot for 2010/2011 club officials. I would like to congratulate those that were  
re- elected or were elected for the first time. To anyone who was not elected at this stage may I thank you for your past support 
and for your hard work for the National Cavy Club for which we are truly indebted, I am sure you will wish to continue to play a 
full role within the club as before and when the time comes take part in the next ballot. 
For all the new members of the committee there will be a meeting at Harrogate (I will let you know the exact time and place 
nearer the date). In the autumn of 2009 a sub committee comprising of Les Petherick, Jackie Driver and Allen Cooper was set up 
to interview candidates for the position of Secretary and report back to us at Harrogate - we await their deliberations with some 
trepidation. We will also at this meeting discuss venues for the NCC area shows and proposals from the Executive to be 
presented to the AGM in March. 
For all members if you are able to come to the AGM in March you would be truly welcomed. This is a very important AGM for the 
National Cavy Club, it is important we as a club set an agenda for the future to try to map out a hopefully inspired pathway for 
the enjoyment of our hobby for all cavy enthusiasts in the UK. 
May I thank you for the tremendous support you have given us over the past few months and wish you a lot of success and fun 
with cavies in this coming year. 
 

David Oulton 
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